COMMUNITY OUTREACH

 
 The approach to community outreach at a model church, as described in the context, involves several key elements:

1. Renewal of Worship: The church should not only focus on internal worship but also extend this to the surrounding community. This could involve providing classes in Christian spiritual disciplines at a local community center or facilitating a Christian environmental retreat.

2. Involvement of the Local Community: The church should find ways to involve the local community in their worship experiences. This could be through annual events like singing Handel’s Messiah or a Christmas pageant during Advent.


3. Evangelism through Community: The church should capitalize on the power of the witness of the gathered community of faith on unbelievers. This involves inviting unbelievers to come and experience God through the church's experience of God’s grace.

4. Creation of a Vibrant Holy Community: The church should aim to create a vibrant holy community into which others are invited. This involves encouraging, empowering, and enabling God’s people to live faithfully within their surrounding community in word and deed.


5. Avoiding Exclusion: The church should avoid focusing attention on one target group at the exclusion of others. Instead, it should be open to the unexpected people that God brings into the church community.

6. Balancing Holiness and Mission: The church should balance the aspects of holiness and mission. This involves not only focusing on the two aspects in isolation but also seeing the intimate connection between them.


In summary, a model church's approach to community outreach involves extending worship to the community, involving the local community in worship experiences, evangelizing through community, creating a vibrant holy community, avoiding exclusion, and balancing holiness and mission.

